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Do You Have News to Share? 
 

Important Dates 
Apr 9-12: 6th and 7th Grade Reading MCA Tests 
Wed, Apr 10: Plant Sale Orders Due 
Thu, Apr 11: AVID Night, 5:00 PM 

Course Registration for Incoming 6th Graders, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
Fri, Apr 12: Yearbook Orders Due 
Apr 16-19: 7th and 8th Grade Math MCA Tests 
Tue, Apr 16: Site Council Meeting, 5:00 PM 
Thu, Apr 18: Last Day to Buy Twins Tickets 



 

Sat, Apr 20: Spring Campus Cleanup, 12:30 - 1:30 PM 
Apr 22-26: 6th Grade Math MCA Tests 
Fri, Apr 26: Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
Thu, May 2: STEAM Night, 6:00 PM 
May 6-7: 8th Grade Science MCA Tests 
Tue, May 7: Bike/Walk to School Day 

Site Council Meeting, 5:00 PM 
PTA Meeting: State of the School, 6:00 PM 

 
See the full calendar for more information 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Plant Sale 
Today is the last day to submit orders for the Justice Page Spring Plant Sale! 
 
Here is your chance to both support your school and also get an early start on warm weather plant 
planning! First, enjoy browsing the beautiful options in the Gerten’s Spring Bedding Plant & 
Perennials Fundraiser brochure and then make your selection on the Plant Sale Order Form. 
 
Not positive on your needs for Spring? No problem. Simply purchase a Plant Card located at the top of 
the order form! 
 
Please drop your form and check to the Justice Page main office by Wednesday, April 10. Checks 
should be made payable to Justice Page PTA. 
 
Plant pick up date is Thursday, May 16 between 2 and 7 PM in the Justice Page parking lot.  
Questions? Contact Wendy Brown at wendy@brownink.com. 
  
Give back to your school with this fresh boost on Spring! 

 
Last Week for Yearbook Orders 
Yearbook orders end this week! Place your order by Friday, April 12. The yearbook costs $7. 
There are two ways to order: 

1. Online. Click the Tickets button, and pay by credit or debit card. Note: online orders incur an 
additional processing fee of $1.13, for a total charge of $8.13. 

2. Print and complete a paper order form and send it with cash or a check to school. If paying by 
check, please make the check payable to Justice Page Middle School PTA. Paper forms can be 
dropped off either in the Main Office, or with students’ Crew leaders. A few paper forms are also 
available in the Main Office. 

 
Twins Game 
Join the Justice Page, Burroughs, Green Central, and Lyndale school communities in 
cheering on the Minnesota Twins vs. the Detroit Tigers on Saturday, May 11 at 1:10 pm. 
Your entire family is invited to join us for fun and baseball. It's a great opportunity to meet 
new families and new friends outside of the classroom. Seats are limited, buy yours now! 
 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RDsGQOCeR5xMccrrmKC8OIq-iKz7k9Xc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RDsGQOCeR5xMccrrmKC8OIq-iKz7k9Xc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lKBEZXtYqaBiR49BBkr0SG6oBlYOPyNH
mailto:wendy@brownink.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-justice-page-middle-school-yearbooks-tickets-56347612225
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wEhTpqGBoizI4-o0rhEuLhjN-VQlX8SZKz2xoaEtADU/view


 

Ticket sales close on Thursday, April 18. Tickets will be available for pickup in the school office prior 
to game day. Contact Mike Welna at justicepagetreasurer@gmail.com with questions. 
 
Two options to purchase tickets: 

● Buy seats online with credit card. Online purchases include an extra $1.31 fee to cover credit 
card processing costs (total cost $12.31 per ticket). 

● Buy seats with a check made out to Justice Page Middle School PTA. Tickets are $11 each via 
check. Leave your check in the office with Mary Jackson or mail your check to Justice Page 
Middle School PTA, 1 W. 49th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55419. 

See you at the game! 
 

MCA Testing 
It’s MCA season! Our 8th grade students have completed the reading MCA; our 6th and 7th grade 
students will take the reading test beginning this week. Students will take the math MCA starting April 
16. Our 8th graders will take the science MCA May 6-7.  
 
Here are some tips to help prepare for standardized tests at home: 
The Night Before 

● Help your child get to bed on time. Research shows that being well-rested helps students do 
better. 

● Help children resolve immediate arguments before going to bed. 
● Keep your routine as normal as possible. Upsetting natural routines may make children feel 

insecure. 
● Mention the test to show you’re interested, but don’t dwell on it. 
● Plan ahead to avoid conflicts on the morning of the test. 

 
The Morning of the Test 

● Get up early to avoid rushing. Be sure to have your child at school on time. 
● Have your child eat a good breakfast at home or at school, but not a heavy one. Research 

shows that students do better if they have breakfast before they take tests. 
● Be positive about the test. 
● Acknowledge that tests can be hard and that they’re designed so that no one will know all of the 

answers. 
● Explain that doing your best is what counts. 
● The important thing is to make your child comfortable and confident about the test. 

 
After the Test 

● Talk to your child about their feelings about the test, making sure you acknowledge the effort 
such a task requires. 

● Discuss what was easy and what was hard; discuss what your child learned from the test. 
● Discuss what changes your child would make if they were to retake the test. 
● Explain that performance on a test is not a condition for you to love your child. You love your 

child just for the person they are. 
 

mailto:justicepagetreasurer@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/twins-game-vs-detroit-tigers-tickets-59494392329


 

Spring Campus Cleanup 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 20 from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM! 
 
Do your part in honor of Earth Day... Join us on the east lawn at Justice Page 
Middle School as we pick up trash, garden, weed, trim, edge and generally 
beautify the grounds. 
 
Students, adults, parents, grandparents, friends, and neighbors are all welcome to help. Please bring 
your own gardening tools and gloves. PTA will provide garbage bags, yard waste bags, twine, and 
refreshments. 
 
Stay for as little or as long as you like, but please join us that day. Contact Evan Hermodson at 
evanandjimhermodson@edinarealty.com with any questions! 

 
Indian Education Parent Committee 
The Indian Education Parent Committee is looking for new members for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Parent involvement is key to the success of Native students. As a part of the Indian Education Act of 
1972, the Title VI Parent Committee is a collective of elected members comprised of parents, teachers 
and students who meet regularly throughout the school year. The Parent Committee works with the 
Indian Education Director and Family Engagement Coordinator to serve an advisory role for the Indian 
Education program. 
 
Are you or do you know someone who would be an incredible parent committee member? Nominations 
are currently being accepted. Deadline for nominations is Monday, April 15. Nominees must: 

● be a parent or legal guardian of an MPS student, or 
● be an  MPS student in good academic standing (8-11 grade), or 
● be an MPS employee 

 
Send nominations to Christine Wilson at Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us. Elections will be held 
during the following public hearings: 

● Anishinabe Academy, Thursday, April 25, 4 pm – 7 pm 
● South High School, Friday, May 10, 12 pm – 3 pm 

EVENTS 
Jazz Band Performance 
The Justice Page Jazz Band is performing at Jazz Central on Saturday, April 13 from 2:30 - 3:30 PM 
to raise money for a trip to the Eau Claire Jazz Festival. Admission is $10 and all proceeds go to fund a 
trip to Eau Claire Jazz Festival. 
 
Jazz Central is located at 407 Central Ave. SE (Lower Level), Minneapolis, 55414. 

Registration Event for Incoming 6th Grade Students 
Do you have a 5th grader planning to attend JPS in the fall, or know someone who does? All current 
5th grade students and their families should plan to attend our registration event on Thursday, April 
11 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Students should attend this event in order to get the classes they want and 
have their schedules ready by orientation in August. 

mailto:evanandjimhermodson@edinarealty.com
mailto:Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us
http://jazzcentralstudios.org/


 

 
At the event, our incoming students and their families will learn about what classes they’ll be taking in 
6th grade and will sign up for their elective classes. We will have presentations in English, Spanish, 
and Somali. 
 
Fifth grade students who cannot attend this event will have the opportunity to register for classes at 
their current schools, but we would like to see as many of our incoming students and families as 
possible at this event! 

Battle of the Bands 
If you’ve been considering signing up for Battle of the Bands but just haven’t gotten 
around to it yet, now is the time! Register to participate in the Battle of the Bands 
here. 
 
The 5th Annual Page-Washburn Battle of the Bands will take place on Sunday, May 19 
from 3 to 6 PM at the Uptown VFW. It is a fun, family friendly event and we hope to see 
everyone there! 

 
PTA Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
Have you volunteered at JPS this year? We would like to thank and acknowledge our PTA volunteers 
by honoring you for all of the time and effort you spend volunteering here at JPS! We will be hosting a 
volunteer appreciation breakfast on Friday, April 26, starting at 8:30 AM in the Honor Room (lower 
level). We hope all of our volunteers can join us! 

 
PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Parent Involvement Night 
Parents of students in all grades can stop into JPS on Thursday, April 11 from 6:30 to 8 PM to learn 
more about helping out at our middle school. Visit the PTA table to learn about one-time and 
year-round opportunities to get involved. Whether you enjoy being in the spotlight or behind the scenes, 
we can find ways for you to make JPS a more positive experience for students, teachers, staff, and 
other parents. Let us know if you have any special interests, like fundraising, communications, grant 
writing, or community relations. We look forward to meeting you! 
 
Can't make it to the event? Email the Justice Page PTA at justicepagepta@gmail.com, and we'd be 
happy to give you more details. 

 
Principal Rathke’s State of the School Presentation 
The April 16 PTA meeting has been canceled. Principal Rathke will now give her annual school 
update on Tuesday, May 7 at 6:00 PM in the Media Center. If you have a specific topic you would like 
covered or questions for Principal Rathke, please email them to the Justice Page PTA at 
justicepagepta@gmail.com. 
 
We'll also discuss needs for the coming school year and make sure that we have parent leaders for our 
key events and committees. Even if you've never attended a PTA meeting before, we'd love to have 
your input and ideas. Watch for more information coming soon about leadership opportunities for the 
2019-2020 school year. We hope to see you there! 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mUVs93udKMIpMeF5Uq-Mid8leOUOOTMmeWixkKNDBdw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mUVs93udKMIpMeF5Uq-Mid8leOUOOTMmeWixkKNDBdw
mailto:justicepagepta@gmail.com
mailto:justicepagepta@gmail.com


 

 
PTA Spring Night Out 
Mark your calendars for Thursday, May 9. Grab a friend and join us for a night of music and socializing 
with JPS parents while supporting our school! Local bands The Broken Hipsters (with Jeff Mueller & 
Steven Michels-Boyce from the Melvilles) and Billy Johnson will take the stage from 7 to 9 PM at the 
Driftwood Char Bar, 4415 Nicollet Ave S. This fun evening out supports the Junior Page Scholars 
Program and classroom supplies for our teachers. Suggested donation at the door: $20. 
 
Questions? Email the Justice Page PTA at justicepagepta@gmail.com. 

 
Time to Show Our Appreciation! 
Friday, May 10 is the JPS Teacher Appreciation Breakfast. Look for a Signup Genius link coming soon 
in Around the Horn. 

 
DISTRICT EVENTS 
Parent Advisory Councils 
Minneapolis Public Schools is hosting the following Parent Advisory Council meetings in April: 

● Hmong Parent Advisory Council Meeting, Wednesday, April 17, 5:30 PM, Davis Center 
● District Parent Advisory Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 23, 6:00 PM, Davis Center 
● Black Parents Advisory Council Meeting, Thursday, April 25, 6:00 PM, Davis Center 
● Somali Parents Advisory Council Meeting, Friday, April 25, 6:00 PM, Davis Center 
● Latino Parents Advisory Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 30, 6:00 PM, Folwell Performing Arts 

Magnet 

For more information on Parent Advisory Councils, see the MPS Office of Communications, 
Engagement, & External Relations website. 

Do You Have News to Share? 
Send all stories, ideas, and comments to the Around the Horn editors at 
JPMSCommunications@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline for submission is Friday the week before publication at 5:00 PM. 

 
MAIN OFFICE (612) 668-4040 SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 
ATTENDANCE LINE (612) 668-4030 SCHOOL MESSENGER INFO 
TRANSPORTATION (612) 668-2300 MPS LUNCH MENUS 
 

mailto:justicepagepta@gmail.com
https://engagement.mpls.k12.mn.us/pac
https://engagement.mpls.k12.mn.us/pac
mailto:JPMSCommunications@gmail.com
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_closing
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_messenger
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/current_menus

