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Important Dates 
Wed, Aug 28: Super Block Party, 5-6:15 PM 

6th Grade Orientation, 6:15-8 PM 
Thu, Aug 29: Ice Cream Truck Social, 5:30 PM 

7th/8th Grade Orientation, 6-8 PM 
Mon, Sep 2: No School: Labor Day 

Bedtime Story with Principal Rathke, 7 PM 



 

Tue, Sep 3: First Day of School 
Fri, Sep 6: Coffee with the Principal, 8:30 AM 

Chalk the Walk, 8:30 AM 
Mural Dedication and Celebration, 9 AM 

Thu, Sep 12: CPEO Begins, 6-8 PM 
Wed, Sep 25: Early Release Day 

Goal-Setting Conferences, 1:30-8 PM 
Fri, Sep 27: Picture Day 
 
See the full calendar for more info 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Around the Horn! 
This newsletter is produced weekly, and will usually be sent on Wednesdays. If you want to receive the 
newsletter, you need to have at least one email address set to receive updates from school in your 
School Messenger communications preferences (see the section titled “Change your preferences”). 
 
If you think you should be receiving Around the Horn, but it’s still not getting to your inbox, please 
contact JPMScommunications@gmail.com. 
 
If you have anything to contribute to the newsletter, please send it to 
JPMScommunications@gmail.com by 5 pm Friday, the week before publication. 

 
Orientation Events 
Wednesday, August 28 
Super Block Party, 5:00 - 6:15 pm 
Let’s welcome our new 6th grade students and celebrate the start of the 2019-2020 school year at our 
inaugural super block party. We’ll have food trucks, a bouncy house, lawn games, and henna art. It is going 
to be the South side event to be at! 
 
6th Grade Orientation, 6:15 - 8:00 pm 
Complete and turn in required paperwork, meet staff, and pick up student schedules. More information 
can be found in the 6th Grade Orientation Schedule. 
 
Thursday, August 29 
Ice Cream Truck Social, 5:30 - 6:00 pm 
Meet other JPS students, families, and staff at a back-to-school ice cream social. 
 
7th/8th Grade Orientation, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
Complete and turn in required paperwork, meet staff, and pick up student schedules. More information 
can be found in the 7th/8th Grade Orientation Schedule. 
 
We highly encourage students and parents to attend orientation events! If you are unable to attend, you 
can pick up schedules on Friday, August 30 in the Main Office from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, or on the first 
day of school in the Auditorium. 

 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar.html
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_messenger
mailto:jpmscommunications@gmail.com
mailto:JPMScommunications@gmail.com
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/6th_grade_schedule_2019.pdf
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/7th_and_8th_grade_schedule_2019.pdf


 

School Supplies 
2019-2020 JPS School Supply List—If you haven’t gotten supplies for this school year, now is the 
time! Students can drop off supplies with their Crew leader at orientation/welcome back night, or bring 
supplies with them to school on the first day. 

 
Important Paperwork 
Families will need to turn in several forms at the start of the school year. If you'd like to get a head start, 
print out the following, fill them out, and bring them with you to orientation. 

● Free/Reduced Lunch Application—ALL families with students enrolled in the district 
should complete this application every year, even if you do not qualify! Our district funding 
depends on it. You can apply online at the link provided, or via a paper form that will be sent 
home before the start of the school year. More information can be found on the MPS Nutrition 
Services website. 

● Transportation Contract—Required for all students. 
● Emergency Contact Form—Required for all students. 
● Media Release Form – Español – Soomaali—If you do not return this form, your child's 

photograph will not be used by the media and will not appear in the class section of the school 
yearbook. 

● Health Information Form – Español – Soomaali—Only needed for students who are 
entering 6th grade or are new to the district. 

 
Padlocks 
If your student has never used a padlock, or has forgotten how since last year, it’s a good idea to brush 
up before school starts! Here’s a simple video showing how to use a padlock. 

 
Immunization Records 
All students entering 7th grade must have Meningitis (meningococcal) and Tdap immunizations, or a 
notarized medical or conscientious exemption. Bring in any updated immunization forms to the JPS 
Health Office, or have your doctor fax them to 612-668-4050. 

Important School Information 
Parent Portal—Make sure you have a Parent Portal account for access to grades, transcripts, 
attendance, and your student’s class schedule. 
 
Communications/Preferences—See how JPS will keep in touch, and make sure you're getting all of 
the information you need. 
 
Lunch Payment—Sign up for and add money to your student's lunch account, and fill out your 
free/reduced lunch application (required for all students, every year). 
 
Arrival and Dismissal—Students cannot be picked up or dropped off in the 50th St. parking lot at the 
start or end of the day! Read up on our full arrival and dismissal policy. 
 
Membership Toolkit—Create or validate your account to access the student contact directory, 
volunteer opportunities, PTA information, and more. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qWeUIKOmX9ZJyb5Y4W4qIjUsF6uZGjwLzur_4mrQoHY/view
https://www.schoolcafe.com/
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/application
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/application
http://transportation.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/superintendentletter_2.pdf
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/jps_emergency_contact_information.pdf
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/media_release_form_2010_english.pdf
http://southwest.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/media_and_yearbook_release_2010_spanish.pdf
http://southwest.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/media_and_yearbook_release_2010_somali.pdf
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/health_info_newblank_yr_rev_4-13.pdf
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/annual_health_info_newspanish.pdf
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/annual_health_info_newsomali.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCs3DlsShWQ
http://parentportal.mpls.k12.mn.us/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c0wYmiTWMKtN3JiDTzD2ZtmyWyaBFfuaZ_Hg_1Dl-qo/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.schoolcafe.com/
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/arrival_and_dismissal
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/membership_toolkit


 

 

 

Media Center—Review expectations for student use of the Media Center. 
 

Immigration Note • Nota de Inmigración • Ogeysiiska socdaalka 
We are excited to welcome all families to the new school year. We are ready to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for our students. Our main priority, as educators and school staff, is the safety 
and social well-being of our students. 
 
During the first week of school and throughout the year, teachers and school staff will be developing 
trusting relationships with their students and families. We will be alert and vigilant about our students’ 
attendance and overall engagement. MPS staff will practice cultural humility and focus on learning from 
students and families about their interests and immediate needs. 
 
Please be assured that MPS and our school does not collect or keep citizenship and immigration status 
information or enforce immigration laws, so we cannot and will not provide information to any 
government agencies. The U.S. Supreme Court has established that public schools must be accessible 
to all children regardless of immigration status. We want and welcome all our students. Please contact 
Erin Rathke (erin.rathke@mpls.k12.mn.us), school principal, if you have any questions. 
 
Nos encontramos muy contentos de dar la bienvenida a todas las familias al nuevo año escolar. 
Estamos listos para brindar un ambiente seguro y enriquecedor a todos nuestros estudiantes. La 
principal prioridad nuestra, como educadores y personal escolar, es la seguridad y bienestar social de 
nuestros estudiantes. 
 
Durante la primera semana de clases y a lo largo de todo el año, los maestros y personal escolar 
desarrollarán relaciones de confianza con sus estudiantes y familias. Estaremos alertas y vigilantes 
sobre la asistencia de nuestros estudiantes y sobre su participación en general. El personal de MPS 
practicará la humildad cultural y se enfocará en llegar a conocer acerca de los intereses y necesidades 
inmediatas de los estudiantes y sus familias.  
 
Pueden tener la seguridad de que MPS y nuestras escuelas no recopilan ni guardan información sobre 
ciudadanía ni estado migratorio, ni hacen cumplir leyes de inmigración; por lo tanto, no podemos 
proporcionar ni proporcionaremos ninguna información a ninguna agencia de gobierno. La Corte 
Suprema de los Estados Unidos ha establecido que las escuelas públicas deben ser accesibles a 
todos los niños, independientemente del estado migratorio. Apreciamos y acogemos a todos nuestros 
estudiantes. Por favor pónganse en contacto con Erin Rathke (erin.rathke@mpls.k12.mn.us), director 
de la escuela, si tienen alguna pregunta. 
 
Waxaan aad ugu faraxsanahay inaan ku  soo dhaweeynayno ardauydeena iyo qoysaskooda sanad 
dugsiyeedka cusub. Waxaan diyaar u nahay inaan u diyaarino ardaydeena jawi deegaan kobcinaaya 
waxbarashadooda. Mudnaanta ugu weyn waa, hadaan nahay barayaasha iyo shaqaalaha dugsiyada, 
inaan badbaadino fayo-qabka iyo dhowrsanaanta ardaydeena. 
 
Inta lagu jiro todobaadka ugu horeeya iskuulada iyo dhammaan sanadka oo dhan, macalimiinta iyo 
shaqaalaha waxay sameeyn doonaan cilaaqaad wanaagsan iyo is aammin ardayda iyo 
qoysaskoodaba. Waxaan si feejignaan iyo fir-fircooni ula soconaynaa imaatinka ardaydeena iyo 
dhammaan ka qeyb-qaadashadooda howlaha iskuulka.Shaqaalaha  Dugsiyada dadweynaha 
Minneapolis waxay ku dhaqmi doonaan sinaanta iyo in dhaqamadu aysan midna midka kale ka 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VdVkhk7_WCsMCUft0o3Pl2twuTTKyrnAstK9z-hgJjw/view
mailto:erin.rathke@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:erin.rathke@mpls.k12.mn.us


 

hooseeynin, shaqaaluhu waxay diirada saari doonaan wax barida ardayda iyo qoysaskooda iyo wixii ku 
saabsan danaha iyo baahida markaas u baahan yihiin. 
 
Fadlan waxaan kuu xaqiijinaynaa in dugsiyada dadweynaha Minneapolis iskuuladoodu aysan marna 
uruurin doonin macluumaadka la xiriira xaalada muwaadinimada iyo xaalada socdaalka ardayga iyo 
qoysaskooda,  mana hirgalinayno fulinta sharciyada socdaalka, sidaa darteed wax macluumaad xogg 
ah ma siin doono hay’adaha dowliga ah. Maxkamada sare ee mareykanka  waxay aassaastay in 
dugsiyada dadweynaha  inay u adeegaan dhammaan carruurta oo dhan iyaga oo aan loo eegaynin 
xaaladaha muwaadinimadooda. Waan soo dhaweynaynaa dhammaan ardaydeena. Fadlan la xiriir 
maamulaha dugsigaaga Erin Rathke (erin.rathke@mpls.k12.mn.us) hadii aad wax su’aal ah qabtid. 

 
EVENTS 
Bedtime Story 
All JPS families are welcome to join Principal Erin Rathke for a bedtime story on Monday, September 
2 at 7:00 PM via Facebook Live. Join the Justice Page Middle School Minneapolis Facebook group 
for access to this event, in addition to school-related news and discussions. 

 
Chalk the Walk 
Let’s write amazing messages together to welcome our students. Join Principal Rathke as we kick off 
the school year together. Meet on the school's front steps on Friday, September 6 at 8:30 am for 
coffee and chalk. 
 
The beginning of the school year is so important, and we want our students to feel a sense of 
belonging. See you there! 

 
Mural Dedication and Celebration 
Come celebrate our amazing new murals and the students, staff, and community who helped create, 
paint, and hang them. Join us on the Door 1 steps (50th St. side) on Friday, September 6 at 9:00 am 
to help us celebrate. Read the full press release. 

 
CPEO Parent Academy at JPS 
Justice Page Middle School, in partnership with the Office of Communications, Engagement and 
External Relations, will be offering the CPEO program at our school again this year. CPEO is a free 
program, designed for parents, meant to develop equal partnership with families. CPEO curriculum 
helps families understand children’s social and emotional development, and develop skills for 
navigating the school system and collaborating with staff. 
 
Program Specifics: 

● Program runs for a total of 5 weeks with classes occurring on Thursday evenings. Dinner, 
transportation, language support, and childcare are provided.  

● Starts Thursday, September 12, and ends Thursday, October 11. 
● Available for parents of students in the elementary, middle, and high school age ranges. 

 
Program instruction is available in English, Hmong, Spanish, and Somali. Parents are taught in the 
language of their choice and the facilitators of the program are ethnic and language specific. 
 

mailto:erin.rathke@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/195320803872284/
http://www.fox9.com/news/students-create-massive-murals-at-minneapolis-middle-school
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/mural_dedication_and_celebration


 

For more information, see the CPEO Weekly Schedule. To register, print the registration form at the 
bottom of the CPEO flyer, fill it out, and drop it off in the main office. 

 
VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS WANTED 
Destination Imagination Fundraiser 
By popular demand, Destination Imagination is coming to JPMS as an after school class! However, DI 
is not free, or even cheap, and there is no JPMS or MPS funding for Destination Imagination. In order 
to provide this incredible opportunity for our students, we need your help. Please visit our 
Destination Imagination GoFundMe page and make a donation today! 

 
Proofreaders Wanted 
Do errant commas and misplaced apostrophes grind your gears? Would you be willing to review copy 
for ‘Around the Horn’ and other school publications before they’re published? If you’ve got a keen eye 
for grammatical gaffes, consider signing up to proofread! Email jpmscommunications@gmail.com for 
more information. 

 
PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Get Involved! 
The Justice Page Middle School PTA works to provide money, supplies, and a helpful presence to the 
school. There are a number of ways that you can get involved; both one-time and ongoing opportunities 
will be regularly promoted in the Around the Horn Newsletter and on the school’s Facebook group. This 
year we will be using Membership Toolkit (formerly My School Anywhere) for volunteer signups. If you 
don’t already have an account, create a MembershipToolkit account here, or read more about how 
to create your MembershipToolkit account. 
 
PTA is actively looking for help with various committees and events. Review open positions and get 
involved! Contact JusticePagePTA@gmail.com with questions. 

 
Buy a Shirt! 
Get your student ready for school with some great spirit wear. Put in an online Spirit Wear order and 
pay before school starts. Orders can be picked up in the school office. 

 
MAIN OFFICE (612) 668-4040 SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 
ATTENDANCE LINE (612) 668-4030 SCHOOL MESSENGER INFO 
TRANSPORTATION (612) 668-2300 MPS LUNCH MENUS 
 

https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/program_weekly_schedule_-_justice_page.pdf
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/cpeo_-_flyer_-_2019.pdf
https://www.gofundme.com/f/tdn7n-destination-imagination-at-jpms
mailto:jpmscommunications@gmail.com
https://justicepagepta.membershiptoolkit.com/home
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/membership_toolkit
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/membership_toolkit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bhJVXg5eKnSS3qxGC9CTzsXE6WcdjjKHihTdk4QC-wA/view
mailto:JusticePagePTA@gmail.com
https://justicepagespiritwear.com/product/staff-crew-tee/
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_closing
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_messenger
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/current_menus

