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Do You Have News to Share? 
 

Important Dates 
Wed, Dec 4: Picture Retake Day 
Thu, Dec 5: Fall Play, A Wrinkle in Time, 6:30 PM 
Fri, Dec 6: Fall Play, A Wrinkle in Time, 6:30 PM 
Mon, Dec 9: FAST Reading Assessment, 8th Grade 
Tue, Dec 10: FAST Reading Assessment, 7th Grade 
Wed, Dec 11: FAST Reading Assessment, 6th Grade 
Fri, Dec 13: FAST Math Assessment, 8th Grade 
Mon, Dec 16: FAST Math Assessment, 7th Grade 
Tue, Dec 17: FAST Math Assessment, 6th Grade 
Thu, Dec 19: Intersession 
Fri, Dec 20: Intersession 



 

Dec 21-Jan 5:No School - Winter Break 
 
See the full calendar for more info 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Picture Retake Day 
Picture retake day will take place today, Wednesday, December 4. 
 

● If students had pictures taken on picture day, they MUST bring back their original photo 
package if they want retakes. If you have not yet received your student’s pictures, email 
Chelsea Uhl at chelsea.uhl@mpls.k12.mn.us. 

● If your student was here for picture day but was unable to have their picture taken due to time 
constraints, email Chelsea Uhl at chelsea.uhl@mpls.k12.mn.us. 

● For students having pictures taken for the first time, order forms will be available in the main 
office, or pictures can be ordered online. If using a paper order form, cash or check can be 
sent in the packet on retake day, to be given to Lifetouch staff when pictures are taken. 

A Wrinkle in Time 
Join us for our fall play, A Wrinkle in Time. Performances are Thursday, December 
5 and Friday, December 6 at 6:30 PM. Tickets are $5 and will be available at the 
door at 6:00 each night. Children under five are admitted free and no one will be 
turned away for inability to pay. Please come out and support our hard-working 
youth in the cast, tech theater, and costume crews! 

 
Registration for Winter After School Classes 
The fall session of after school ends on December 19. Winter classes will open for registration 
December 9. Students who are registered for year-long academic classes will be carried over to the 
next session unless a change is requested by the family. For more information, questions about 
transportation, or to request financial assistance, email JoEllyn Jolstad at 
JoEllyn.Jolstad@mpls.k12.mn.us, call 612-668-4051, or visit the Community Education website. 

 
Immunization Records 
All students entering 7th grade must have Meningitis (meningococcal) and Tdap immunizations, or a 
notarized medical or conscientious exemption document. After December 18, 2019, students who do 
not have up-to-date immunizations or a notarized conscientious exemption will not be admitted 
to school until records are provided. Additionally, they will not be able to return after winter 
break unless they have up to date records or a notarized exemption form. 
 
Questions? Contact the Health Office at 612-668-4040. 

 
Names in the Yearbook 
Is your student’s legal name Alexander, but everyone knows them as Zane? Does the apostrophe in 
your last name usually get left out? To request a different name or specific punctuation to be used in 
the yearbook, please download, print, and fill out a yearbook name change request form, or get a 
form from the main office. 
 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar.html
mailto:chelsea.uhl@mpls.k12.mn.us
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http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/yearbook_name_change_request.pdf


 

All information on the form must be filled out completely. A teacher or other member of JPS staff must 
also sign the form before it will be accepted. All forms can be dropped off in the main office. Forms 
must be received no later than February 28, 2020. 
Solicitud de cambio de nombre del anuario 
Codsiga Magac Bedelka Buuga-Sanadka 

 
EVENTS 
2019-2020 MPS High School Information Nights 
Beginning in November, and ending in December, high schools will have open houses for current 
eighth graders, high school students new to Minneapolis Public Schools, and their parents/guardians. It 
is recommended that you attend these events for the schools in which you are interested. Meet 
teachers, tour buildings, and preview curriculum. 
 
MPS will begin accepting school requests for the 2020-2021 school year on Friday, November 15, and 
the submission deadline for requests to be included in the lottery is Friday, February 7, 2020. We 
recommend that all 8th grade students submit a school request for high school, even if they are 
planning to attend their pathway school. See the school registration dates to know for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
 
Student Placement Services teams will be happy to answer questions: 

● Student Placement Services website 
● Student Placement Center at Davis: 612.668.1840  
● New Families Center at Wilder: 612.668.3700 

 
Roosevelt - 4029 28th Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55406 
Thursday, December 5, from 6 - 8 PM 
Welcome at 6:30 PM 
 
Southwest - 3414 W. 47th St., Minneapolis, MN 55410 
Monday, December 9, from 6 - 8 PM 
 
Heritage - 1042 18th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Please call 612-668-1580 to schedule a visit. 
 
Questions? Visit the High School Request Center website or email 8th grade counselor Carolyn 
Cottingham at carolyn.cottingham@mpls.k12.mn.us. 

 
Greeters 
Justice Page families, we invite you to join us for Friday morning greeters on December 6 at 9:00 AM. 
We will belatedly celebrate Justice Page Day, which was on Tuesday, November 19. It would be 
wonderful to have our JPS families help congratulate Justice Page. We look forward to seeing you! 

 
STAFF HIGHLIGHT 
Kristin Vaillancourt 
Ms. Vaillancourt is a student teacher in her first year at JPS! 
 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/yearbook_name_change_request_spanish.pdf
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/yearbook_name_change_request_somali.pdf
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A few things people may not know about Ms. Vaillancourt: 
● She loves cooking. She started cooking with her grandma when she was 3 years old. 
● She has always wanted to be a teacher. Both her mom and her grandma are/were teachers in 

Minneapolis and she’s excited to continue the tradition. 
● She loves to learn. If she could somehow turn taking college classes into a full time job, she 

would! 
 
Ms. Vaillancourt says that since she’s a student teacher, she’s not sure what her favorite thing about 
her job is yet, but she’s excited to dive in this year. She really enjoys working with students one-on-one 
and helping students achieve their goals! 

PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Gifts that Give Back 
Give the gift that gives back this holiday season. Purchase Justice Page Spirit Wear for the entire 
family! All proceeds benefit the PTA. Visit the Justice Page Spirit Wear website to shop. 
 
Also, please consider giving the gift of Spirit Wear to a Justice Page student in need. How it works: 

● Visit the Justice Page Spirit Wear donation page. 
● Add an item/amount to your cart. 
● Check out. 

That dollar amount will be directed to a school counselor to give to a student in need to purchase a 
Spirit Wear item. 
 
Thank you to families who have already donated. Several students are enjoying their new Spirit Wear 
items. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Chess Competition 
Minneapolis Public Schools invites you to attend a Check It Out chess tournament on Saturday, 
December 7, at Burroughs Elementary School. Come and enjoy friendly competition between youth 
across the MPS district! 
 
The Check It Out Tournament is FREE and open to all MPS K-12 students. This fun and casual chess 
tournament is for players of all levels and includes a light breakfast and lunch for participants and 
families. Students do NOT need to be participating on a team to register. Individuals will automatically 
represent their school team. 
 
Individual and Team trophies for K-3, 4-6, and 7-12 sections! 
 
Schedule (times subject to change): 
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM Check-in for players and families 
9:00 AM - 9:15 AM Welcome and Announcements 
9:15 AM - 12:15 PM Chess matches begin 
12:15 PM - 1:00 PM Lunch for players and families 
1:00 PM - 3:15 PM Chess matches resume 

http://justicepagespiritwear.com/
https://justicepagespiritwear.com/product/donate-spirit-wear/


 

3:15 PM - 4:00 PM Awards Ceremony 
 
We will attempt to feed all those that attend but our priority are the players 

● Please plan accordingly in the case that we run out of food 
● If you know you will arrive late or leave early, please let Janae know! 
● We invite only positive, respectful attitudes from all attendees 

Information and registration for parents and coaches can be found on the Area Learning Center 
website. 
 
Questions? Call or email Janae Krantz-Odendahl in Student Engagement at 
janae.krantz-odendahl@mpls.k12.mn.us or 612.668.1202 (se habla español). 

 
Holiday Resources 
Minneapolis Public Schools is sharing a number of resources for families during the holiday season. 
For more information, see the Holiday Resources article on the JPS website. 

 
Do You Have News to Share? 
Send all stories, ideas, and comments to the Around the Horn editors at 
JPMSCommunications@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline for submission is Friday the week before publication at 5:00 PM. 

 
MAIN OFFICE (612) 668-4040 SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 
ATTENDANCE LINE (612) 668-4030 SCHOOL MESSENGER INFO 
TRANSPORTATION (612) 668-2300 MPS LUNCH MENUS 
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