
 

Volume 8, Issue 2 September 11, 2019 
 

In This Issue 
Important Dates 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Middle School Co-Ed Soccer 
Here Comes the Bus 
Immunization Records 

EVENTS 
Love Them First 
CPEO Parent Academy at JPS 
Farm to School Community BBQ 

STAFF HIGHLIGHT 
Heather Novak 

DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Destination Imagination Fundraiser 
Yearbook Co-Chair Needed 

PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next PTA Event: How to Navigate Middle School 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Future Miller Night at Washburn 
Ultimate Frisbee 

Do You Have News to Share? 
 

Important Dates 
Thu, Sep 12: CPEO Begins, 6-8 PM 
Wed, Sep 25: Early Release Day 

Goal-Setting Conferences, 1:30-8 PM 
Oct 1-2: 6th Grade Field Trip 
Wed, Oct 2: Walk/Bike to School Day 
Tue, Oct 8: Site Council Meeting, 5 PM 

PTA Meeting: Navigating Middle School, 6:30 PM 
Oct 10-11: 7th Grade Field Trip 



 

Thu, Oct 24: Picture Day 
 
See the full calendar for more info 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Middle School Co-Ed Soccer 
Middle School Co-Ed Soccer is starting this week at Justice Page. Tryouts will be held 
at JPS immediately after school tonight and tomorrow night (September 11 and 12, 
2019). After tryouts, registration forms and paperwork will be sent home with students 
who make the team. 
 
Practices will be held from 4:15 - 5:30 pm at Martin Luther King, Jr. Park (4055 Nicollet Ave S) on 
Mondays and Wednesdays in September, with an extra first practice on Friday, September 13. 
 
Note: Transportation to practice is not provided; students can walk there after school. All students 
participating must have a completed sports physical form on file with our Health Office. 
 
Games will be held at 5:30 pm at the National Sports Center in Blaine (1700 105th Ave. NE, Blaine, MN 
55449), tentatively scheduled for 9/16, 9/18, 9/25, and 9/30. A single elimination tournament will be 
played in October. Transportation to and from games will be provided by the school. 

 
Here Comes the Bus 
Here Comes The Bus is a website and app that allows parents to view the location of their child's 
school bus on a computer, tablet or smartphone, in addition to receiving email alerts and push 
notifications when the bus enters a notification radius as set by the parent. To set up an account you'll 
need your child's student ID number, and the MPS school code: 87018. 
 
Note that Here Comes the Bus does not track individual students, buses on field trips or athletic trips, 
or alternate stops if your student goes to a different location on some days. More information can be 
found on the Minneapolis Public Schools Transportation website. 

 
Immunization Records 
All students entering 7th grade must have Meningitis (meningococcal) and Tdap immunizations, or a 
notarized medical or conscientious exemption. Bring in any updated immunization forms to the JPS 
Health Office, or have your doctor fax them to 612-668-4050. 

 
EVENTS 
Love Them First 
Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) has a great story to tell. Over the course of the 2017-18 school year, 
MPS allowed KARE11 news unprecedented access into Lucy Craft Laney Community School to help 
share the realities of education in an urban school district. What started as a series of news stories on 
Lucy Laney morphed into a documentary chronicling the ups and downs of life in the North Minneapolis 
elementary school. But this is not just the story of Lucy Laney—it’s the story of all of us in the MPS 
community. 
 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar.html
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/middle_school_athletic_forms_2018-2019.pdf
https://herecomesthebus.com/
https://transportation.mpls.k12.mn.us/here_comes_the_bus


 

We hope you’ll watch the documentary when it airs on KARE11 at 8 p.m. on Thursday, September 12. 
For more information about the “Love Them First” documentary, visit www.lovethemfirst.com. 

 
CPEO Parent Academy at JPS 
Justice Page Middle School, in partnership with the Office of Communications, Engagement and 
External Relations, will be offering the CPEO program at our school again this year. CPEO is a free 
program, designed for parents, meant to develop equal partnership with families. CPEO curriculum 
helps families understand children’s social and emotional development, and develop skills for 
navigating the school system and collaborating with staff. 
 
Program Specifics: 

● Program runs for a total of 5 weeks with classes occurring on Thursday evenings. Dinner, 
transportation, language support, and childcare are provided.  

● Starts Thursday, September 12, and ends Thursday, October 10. 
● Available for parents of students in the elementary, middle, and high school age ranges. 

 
Program instruction is available in English, Hmong, Spanish, and Somali. Parents are taught in the 
language of their choice and the facilitators of the program are ethnic and language specific. 
 
For more information, see the CPEO Weekly Schedule. To register, print the registration form at the 
bottom of the CPEO flyer, fill it out, and drop it off in the main office. 

 
Farm to School Community BBQ 
Join MPS Culinary & Wellness Services (CWS) for an evening of local food, farming, and fun! Come 
celebrate and learn about local food in our school district and community at this FREE event. The 
evening will include delicious local foods, hands-on activities for children and families, farm animals, a 
corn shucking contest and more. Everyone is welcome! 
 
The event will take place at the MPS Culinary Center (812 Plymouth Ave. N.) from 4:30 - 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday, September 17. If weather does not cooperate, the rain date is Thursday, September 19. 

 
STAFF HIGHLIGHT 
Heather Novak 
Ms. Novak teaches math to 7th grade students. This is her fifth year teaching at JPS! 
 
A few things people may not know about Ms. Novak: 

● She used to be a crisis counselor for a non-profit 
● She has an irrational fear of sharks 
● She’s had 10 wisdom teeth 

 
Ms. Novak says that her favorite part about being a math teacher is getting to know her students and 
watching them build confidence in learning math. 

 

http://www.lovethemfirst.com/
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/program_weekly_schedule_-_justice_page.pdf
https://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/cpeo_-_flyer_-_2019.pdf


 

DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Destination Imagination Fundraiser 
Destination Imagination (DI) is an enrichment program where teams of 5-7 students develop answers to 
challenges about diverse topics incorporating STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics). Students then compete against their peers. Participants learn patience, flexibility, 
persistence, ethics, respect for others and their ideas, and collaborative problem-solving. In years past, 
students from JPS have formed independent teams which went on to participate in state and global 
competitions. This year, for the first time, DI will be offered as an after-school activity. 
 
However, DI is not free, or even cheap, and there is no JPS or MPS funding for Destination 
Imagination. In order to provide this incredible opportunity for our students, we need your help. 
Please visit our Destination Imagination GoFundMe page and make a donation today! 

 
Yearbook Co-Chair Needed 
Help coordinate the production of the school yearbook. This role involves creating student and staff 
pages using pictures provided by Lifetouch, laying out additional yearbook pages, distributing the 
yearbook order form, working with the PTA webmaster to manage online orders, and distributing 
yearbooks once they’re received. The current chair will provide plenty of information and resources for 
putting the yearbook together. Email Kelly Taschler at ktaschler@gmail.com for more information. 

PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next PTA Event: How to Navigate Middle School 
The PTA invites parents of students in all grades to join us on Tuesday, October 8, at 6:30 pm in the 
Media Center for "How to Navigate Middle School." This Q&A session with JPS administrators, 
counselors, and teachers sheds light on life in middle school and how things work at Justice Page. 
Come with your questions, which can be anonymous if you'd like, or send them in advance to 
justicepagepta@gmail.com. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Future Miller Night at Washburn 
Attention all middle schoolers in Minneapolis! Washburn High School invites you and your parent(s) to 
“Future Miller” night at the Washburn Stadium on Thursday, September 12, from 5 to 9 pm to watch 
the Varsity Boys & Girls Soccer Teams play South High School! Raffle prizes will be awarded and there 
will be an opportunity to meet the Miller coaching staff and participate in fun competitions between 
games and at halftime. Come watch some talented players from right here in Minneapolis. 
 
Admission is free for all middle schoolers; parents will need to pay $6 per person at the gate. For more 
information and to register to attend, see the registration form on Eventbrite. Note that registration is 
not required, but encouraged. 

 
Ultimate Frisbee 
Ultimate Frisbee is a fast-paced, fun sport for boys and girls. Students in grades 5-8 are invited to join 
us for informal scrimmages/pick-up games/practices on Sundays and Wednesdays at MLK Park from 
4:30 to 6 pm, now through the end of October. New players and beginners are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Bring a friend! 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/tdn7n-destination-imagination-at-jpms
mailto:ktaschler@gmail.com
mailto:justicepagepta@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/washburn-soccer-future-miller-night-tickets-70519940039


 

 
Questions? Contact Barry Markus at barrymarkus@hotmail.com. 

 
Do You Have News to Share? 
Send all stories, ideas, and comments to the Around the Horn editors at 
JPMSCommunications@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline for submission is Friday the week before publication at 5:00 PM. 

 
MAIN OFFICE (612) 668-4040 SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 
ATTENDANCE LINE (612) 668-4030 SCHOOL MESSENGER INFO 
TRANSPORTATION (612) 668-2300 MPS LUNCH MENUS 
 

mailto:barrymarkus@hotmail.com
mailto:JPMSCommunications@gmail.com
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_closing
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_messenger
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/current_menus

