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Do You Have News to Share? 
 

Important Dates 
Wed, Jan 29: 88th Day of School Celebration 
Tue, Feb 4: Site Council Meeting, 5 PM 

PTA Meeting: Healthy Relationships, 6:30 PM 
Thu, Feb 6: Family/Teacher Drop-in Conferences, 4:45 - 8 PM 
Thu, Feb 13: Family/Teacher Invite-only Conferences, 4:45 - 8 PM 
Mon, Feb 17: No School: Presidents’ Day 
Tue, Feb 18: No School 
Fri, Feb 21: Coffee with the Principal, 8:30 AM 

African-American Family Involvement Day 
Mon, Mar 9: Eighth Grade Ski Trip 



 

 
See the full calendar for more info 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PTA Discussion: Healthy Relationships 
Join us on Tuesday, February 4, at 6:30 PM in the Media Center. 
 
Need some new approaches when talking to your kids about sexuality and healthy relationships? Linda 
Madson, a parent educator with the Annex Teen Clinic, is back to talk about sexual health topics 
relevant to parents of middle schoolers and give us the tools we need to address those topics with our 
kids. Working with parents and caregivers is a favorite part of her job, and she looks forward to her 
annual workshop at Page! 
 
Conversations about sexuality with our middle schoolers can be intimidating, but they don't always have 
to be! We'll cover gender identity, consent and boundaries, and making good decisions when it comes 
to sexuality. You'll have the chance to work through some real-life scenarios, hear actual questions 
from middle schoolers, and be able to ask your own questions. 
 
Questions? Email the PTA at justicepagepta@gmail.com. 

 

Family-Teacher Conferences 
Winter Conferences are Thursday, February 6. These are drop-in conferences, so you do not need to 
schedule in advance. Come by anytime between 4:45 PM and 8:00 PM to meet with your student’s 
teachers in their classrooms. Please review your student’s schedule and grades on the parent portal 
before coming to conferences. To honor the time of all families, we ask that you keep your conference 
to 5 minutes or less with each teacher. If you are not available for drop-in conferences, contact your 
student’s teachers, and they will arrange a time to meet with you. 
 
We do have conferences on Thursday, February 13, but these are by invitation only. Grade level teams 
will be inviting families in for problem-solving conferences. You will receive a phone call or an email 
from your student’s crew leader if you are invited for these conferences. If you have not been notified 
that you are scheduled for conferences on February 13, please either arrange an alternative time with 
your student’s teachers or come to the drop-ins on February 6. 

High School Requests 
Attention 8th Grade families: The online request center is open. You must submit your high school 
request by February 7, 2020. Submitting your online application is strongly encouraged, as it is the 
only way to help your chances of receiving your top preference high school (even if you live in the 
attendance area and are planning to attend your pathway school). Don't delay; apply soon! 

 
Names in the Yearbook 
Is your student’s legal name Alexander, but everyone knows them as Zane? Does the apostrophe in 
your last name usually get left out? To request a different name or specific punctuation to be used in 
the yearbook, please download, print, and fill out a yearbook name change request form, or get a 
form from the main office. 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/calendar.html
mailto:justicepagepta@gmail.com
https://highschoolrequest.mpls.k12.mn.us/onlinerequest
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/yearbook_name_change_request.pdf


 

 
All information on the form must be filled out completely. A teacher or other member of JPS staff must 
also sign the form before it will be accepted. All forms can be dropped off in the main office. Forms 
must be received no later than February 28, 2020. 
Solicitud de cambio de nombre del anuario 
Codsiga Magac Bedelka Buuga-Sanadka 

EVENTS 
2020 Battle of the Bands Student Art Contest 
Help design a new Battle of the Bands logo for this year's event! 
 
The Battle of the Bands features Page and Washburn student and staff bands, 
facing off for bragging rights and an amazing traveling guitar trophy. Again this 
year, we are challenging students to design the event logo. The artwork pictured 
was last year's winning artwork, and we can't wait to see what students will come 
up with this year! 
 
Students are encouraged to create a piece of original artwork to represent this 
event. The winning design will be featured on the 2020 event t-shirts and 
posters, and the artist of that winning design will receive a t-shirt and poster at 
the event! 
 
Get more information on the contest deadline, the contest guidelines, and how to submit your design on 
the JPS PTA website. 
 
For student bands interested in participating in the Battle of the Bands, watch for sign up 
announcements in late February. 

 
Comprehensive District Design 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our Comprehensive District Design (CDD) Listening Sessions!  
 
Based on feedback and interest expressed, we changed the location of the January 29 session from 
Wilder Complex to Roosevelt High School. We hope this change allows even more people to come and 
learn more about the CDD and proposed models, as well as an opportunity to share their thoughts. No 
other meetings have changed. 
 
Below is a full schedule of district-wide meetings. Additional meetings are listed on the MPS website. 
 
Thank you for staying involved! 
 
Wednesday, January 29 
Roosevelt High School 
4029 S. 28th Ave. 
6:30-8 PM 
 
Thursday, January 30 

http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/yearbook_name_change_request_spanish.pdf
http://page.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/yearbook_name_change_request_somali.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RCrYZvYOnUF8--H3NP4hq_lApRefSBYELMoGS1y1dMM/view
https://mpls.k12.mn.us/get_involved


 

Davis Center 
1250 W. Broadway Ave. 
6:30-8 PM 
 
Monday, February 3 
Justice Page Middle School 
1 W. 49th St. 
6:30-8 PM 
 
Wednesday, February 5 
Bethune School partnership with Phyllis Wheatley 
919 Emerson Ave. N. 
6:30-8 PM 

STAFF HIGHLIGHT 
Amber Hokr 
Ms. Hokr is one of our outstanding Developmental Cognitive Disabilities (DCD) 
teachers. She has been with JPS since January, 2012! 
 
A few things you may not know about Ms. Hokr: 

● She can do a headstand 
● She loves doing yard work 
● She enjoys cleaning 

 
Her favorite part of her job is taking her students out into the community to teach 
them real-life skills. She enjoys seeing them in their mainstream classes and creating relationships with 
all students.

 
DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Snacks for Staff 
Show your appreciation for the hard-working JPS staff by contributing to Snacks for Staff the first 
Wednesday of each month. It's a fun way to support this great staff with fruit, veggies, chips and dips, 
baked goods, or a favorite recipe. Snacks can be brought to the main office on the designated morning. 
Sign up for any or all of our Snacks for Staff dates here. 

 
Conference Dinner 
Help feed our hardworking and devoted teachers on Thursday, February 6 when they put in a long 
day for conferences. Items can be dropped off at school by 4:00 PM on February 6. Sign up here to 
help feed our teachers. 

 
Art Hanging Help Wanted 
The Art Department is looking for help to hang art in the art room. If you’d like to help and have free 
time between 8 AM and 4 PM, contact Ms. Elissa at elissa.cedarleaf-dahl@mpls.k12.mn.us or Mr. 
Schmitz at steven.schmitz@mpls.k12.mn.us. 

 

https://justicepagepta.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/45299
https://justicepagepta.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/60298
https://justicepagepta.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/60298
mailto:elissa.cedarleaf-dahl@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:steven.schmitz@mpls.k12.mn.us


 

Future City 
JPS Future City Team Nuova Venezia has won the Minnesota Regional Future City Competition and 
has earned the privilege to represent JPS, Minneapolis Public Schools, and the state of Minnesota at 
the Future City National Competition in Washington, DC!  
 
The JPS PTA is helping to raise funds to offset travel and lodging costs for the trip.  If you’re willing and 
able to contribute, please consider a tax-deductible donation on their GoFundMe page. The team 
hopes to raise $4000 by Tuesday, February 11, before departing  for DC on Saturday, February 15.  
 
These students have worked extremely hard to get to this point and are excited to give their best 
possible performance in DC while showcasing JPS in a national competition! Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated to make this trip a reality for each of the seven team members. Thank you for your 
donations of any amount! 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Loaves and Fishes 
Free meals are available to those in need at Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church on Thursdays from 5:15 - 6:15 
PM. Mt. Olivet is located at 5025 Knox Ave. S. Dinners include soup, salad, fresh fruit, a main entrée, 
coffee, lemonade, and water. 
 
Questions? Contact Katie Marxhausen at 612-767-2219. 

 
Do You Have News to Share? 
Send all stories, ideas, and comments to the Around the Horn editors at 
JPMSCommunications@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline for submission is Friday the week before publication at 5:00 PM. 

 
MAIN OFFICE (612) 668-4040 SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 
ATTENDANCE LINE (612) 668-4030 SCHOOL MESSENGER INFO 
TRANSPORTATION (612) 668-2300 MPS LUNCH MENUS 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/send-nuova-venezia-to-dc
mailto:JPMSCommunications@gmail.com
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_closing
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_messenger
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/current_menus

