
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 22, 2015 
 

CURRICULUM 
(AND PRINCIPAL’S) 
NEWS AND NOTES 

____________________________________________ 
 

PRELIMINARY MCA PERFORMANCE RESULTS 
MARIETTA 
 
Ramsey Middle School continues to excel 
academically. We have our preliminary MCA 
performance results and we couldn’t be happier with 
the scores. Here are a few highlights: 
 

• Proficiency gains in both reading and math 
• 83% of our students made “high growth” or “medium growth” in math and 81% of our 

students made “high growth” or “medium growth” in reading 
o Note: as a comparison, the standard distribution of “growth” can be assumed 33-33-33 

whereas 33% typically have “low growth,” 33% typically have “medium/expected 
growth,” and 33% typically have “high growth” 

• Students who entered our program or were currently performing in the “exceeding standards 
range” was the group that made the most growth. In other words, we are meeting the needs of 
accelerated learners very effectively. This is not common to show such growth with advanced 
learners year to year! Further breakdown: 

o 80% of students who exceeded the standards in the previous year made “high growth” 
in math. 

o 85% of students who exceeded the standards in the previous year made “high growth” 
in reading 

 
We are excited about these gains and look forward to continuing down this path of high expectations 
and impactful learning for all of our children.  
 

AROUND THE HORN 
 

RAMSEY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Wednesday, May 27 
Viva City Field Trip 

 
Thursday, June 4 

8th Grade Recognition Ceremony 
 

Friday, June 5 
6th and 7th Grade Dance 

8th Grade Valleyfair Field Trip 
 

Monday, June 15 – 
Wednesday, June 24 
Summer Fun at Ramsey 

 
Monday, June 15 – 
Thursday, July 23 

Pillsbury K-8 Summer STEM Academy 
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PRELIMINARY MCA PERFORMANCE RESULTS (CONTINUED) | MARIETTA 
 
When isolated from all other groups, our highest achieving students outperform their peers across the 
state. Additionally, they gain the skills of living, working and learning with diversity (racial, ethnic, 
socioeconomic, religious, cultural) that will never be measured in a test. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WELCOMING STUDENTS FROM GREEN CENTRAL PARK | MARIETTA 
 
Since the start of Ramsey Middle School, we have been advocating for the students at Green Central 
Park to join our program. We are incredibly thankful that they will be Ramsey Rhinos next year. 
 
There are a variety of reasons as to why we pursued this partnership. The primary motivator is we can 
offer the students from Green a better program/experience. When you try to operate a small K-8 
program, you are limited in offering courses such as STEM, music, art, world language, fitness, etc. 
We are able to increase exposure to more robust programming for neighborhood children who will 
ultimately pathway to Washburn High School for their high school experience. Secondly, this move 
also ensures that our school serves the entire community and remains representational of the families 
who live near us.  
 
Another benefit to this addition is that the programming for all students is aligned with the ideals of 
“middle schools.” We will have two full interdisciplinary teams per grade level. This, along with our 
extended day, will allow teachers to more effectively collaborate with each other to ensure there is 
consistency in programming for each grade. Teachers will now have more time to collaborate and 
focus on the same group of students throughout the entire year.  
 
Change can be challenging. With this in mind, we have done many things to help manage this 
transition. Including: 

• Inviting the students and families to come to our Cabaret 
• Joint field trips 

o 6th grade went to a St. Paul Saints game with the students and had some shared 
advisory experience 

o 7th grade did a joint trip to King Park filled with activities and games 
• Green coming to watch Seussical the Musical 
• All the students touring with our ambassadors 
• Initiating a letter writing campaign between students 
• Many visits from our administration, counselor, and math teachers at Green 

 
I have been made aware that there has been a flurry of information on social media by parents 
regarding the “fights” and “intimidation” that occurred during some of these events. Unfortunately 
this is a gross misrepresentation of the experiences had by our students. I participated in the field trips 
and spoke with many of the adult supervisors who indicated that there was fairly typical silliness, but 
rarely were there “Green vs. Ramsey” (or vice versa) exchanges. 
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WELCOMING STUDENTS FROM GREEN CENTRAL PARK (CONTINUED) | MARIETTA 
 
I have personally been in dialogue with many students and families from Green who, although 
anxious, are also hopeful. They hope they will be accepted and have greater opportunities at Ramsey. 
They hope they will an equal voice at our school. They hope they will not be bullied. Their aspirations 
for their children mirror our own.  
 
I believe that this is best articulated from an actual student from Green who in their letter to a student 
at Ramsey wrote: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My hope is that we will welcome all of our new students with open arms, and in doing so, create an 
even more solid K-12 pathway for our community. 
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WELCOMING STUDENTS FROM GREEN CENTRAL PARK (CONTINUED) | MARIETTA 
 
Part of why Ramsey is a dynamic school for both the emotional and academic health of your child is 
the deliberate nature we take as a school staff in supporting the development of adolescents. Our 
advisory program includes opportunities to talk about bullying and racism in a structured and safe 
environment. We use the Second Step program as well as Developmental Designs as guides to ensure 
consistency across the school. We take field trips using Youth Frontiers and other organizations to 
empower students to have an active role in diminishing misconduct. We work intentionally to help 
adolescents navigate the many changes they are experiencing. 
 
There is no reason to believe that our school will be less safe when our students join us from another 
school. We will continue to have high expectations and supports for students so Ramsey can continue 
to be a safe and challenging environment for all students.  
 
My intention with these notes was not to be reactionary and defensive. Nor was it my desire to make 
the last newsletter of the year about these topics. There is so much to celebrate at Ramsey and the 
culmination of an amazing year.  
 
We started this program three years ago with only 200 students. Now that we are fully growing to 768 
students the future is better than ever. We have amazing staff who are passionate about supporting the 
students. We have amazing students and families who bring diverse experiences and opinions we can 
all learn from. We have created a school that truly delivers on our mission of being:  an innovative, 
academically challenging environment that empowers each learner to explore possibilities, act with 
integrity, and create positive change within one's community and the world. 
 
Paul Marietta | paul.marietta@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Principal 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/marietta 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ART 6, 7, 8 | BUTLER AND ELISSA 
 

Students are feverishly working on their last project, the “Soft Sculpture” AKA Ugly Doll, AKA 
Stuffed Monster. We are skill-building different sewing techniques to create a 3D fabric sculpture that 
we will decorate with buttons, ribbon and scrap fabric. Students are bringing their projects home over 
Memorial Weekend so that they can spend time sewing while riding in the car or watching movies. 
How-to video demos are on Moodle as well as sent in an email earlier this week to all students and 
families. The last week of school students will bring home many of their projects from this semester so 
be on the look out for some amazing artwork! 
 
Brenda Butler | brenda.butler@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Visual Art Education Specialist 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/butler 
 
Elissa Cedarleaf Dahl | elissa.cedarleafdahl@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, Art 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/cedarleaf-dahl 
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ELA 6 | BAUCK AND MARR 
 
Sixth graders are just starting their final projects for our final unit: Storytelling. In this unit we have 
heard some great versions of Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and Rumpelstiltskin where students 
explored how changing each story element can alter the overall message of the story. Students also got 
to participate in acting out these fairytales in skits and some improv alterations and writing games. For 
their final project, students will adapt their favorite fairytale, folktale, or legend into their own 
fractured version and then present it to the class through skit or other multimedia venue. 
 
Kristin Bauck | kristin.bauck@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/bauck 
 
Kelly Marr | kelly.marr@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/marr 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ELA 7 | BAUCK AND WENDER 
 
Seventh graders are finishing up a Lit Circles unit where they’ve been meeting twice a week in small 
groups to discuss various novels. During each meeting students alternate roles to lead the discussion, 
find important passages, teach new vocabulary words, and help hold the group accountable. Students 
are working in their groups in a final project that they will present the last week of school. 7th graders 
will also have a final exam on literary terms and elements they’ve learned throughout 7th grade. 
 
Kristin Bauck | kristin.bauck@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/bauck 
 
Hayley Wender | hayley.wender@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/wender 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCIENCE 7 | FOWLER AND HOLLAND 
 
We have finished going through all the systems of the human body. We are now focusing on the 
microbes that can affect our bodies, both positive and negative. We are learning how our immune 
system works and how we can help our immune system with prevention and treatment. We are 
looking forward to the last week of school when we will be dissecting frogs!!  Have a great summer! 
 
Alex Fowler | alexandra.fowler@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, Science 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/fowler 
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SCIENCE 7 (CONTINUED) | FOWLER AND HOLLAND 
 
Kate Holland | catherine.holland@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, Science 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/holland 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ELA 8 | CONSTANT AND MILLER 
 
Eighth graders are working through a drama unit, featuring A Midsummer Night’s Dream or A 
Raisin in the Sun (student choice). We have been qualities of characterization, such as gender 
stereotypes and power within relationships to see how those play out in fiction. Students have also 
been comparing the texts to the movie versions of each play. This has really helped us to better 
understand each play. On a different note, we are really proud of the analytical writing skills students 
have developed this year. We have seen significant improvement in organization of ideas, use of 
evidence from text, and using and explaining quotes. We are excited at this progress as students are 
ready to move on to high school work. 
 
Alison Constant | alison.constant@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/constant 
 
Heather Miller | heather.miller@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA and Social Studies 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/miller 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCIENCE 8 | FOWLER AND SCHULTZ 
 
Our Earth and Space unit is quickly coming to an end!  Students will take the benchmark assessment 
(final unit test) on Thursday, May 28. Also, please note that all 8th grade students will take a 
preassessment for the new 9th grade physical science class on Tuesday, May 26. This preassessment 
does not count towards a student’s grade, rather it will be used to inform the 9th grade science 
teachers about what high school science standards students might already know. We are excited for 
the last week of school when we will focus on Earth’s history as a planet and complete our last lab - 
excavating for fossils! 
 
Alex Fowler | alexandra.fowler@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, Science 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/fowler 
 
Tracey Schultz | tracey.schultz@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, Science 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/schultz_tracey 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 8 | JACQUES AND MILLER 
 
Eighth graders are finishing up and Art’s Integration project focused on overpopulation in China, 
Japan and India. Students created digital illustrations using their iPads to describe a particular effect of 
overpopulation. Today they will be writing artists statements and presenting their projects. Next week 
they will be learning about different economies and zooming in to examine China’s denim factories by 
critically watching a POV documentary China Blue which examines sweatshops. Students will discuss 
how their personal choices at the mall impact the global economy. 
 
Breana Jacques | breana.bright@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, Social Studies 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/bright 
 
Heather Miller | heather.miller@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Teacher, ELA and Social Studies 
Ramsey Middle School | Minneapolis Public Schools 
rms.mpls.k12.mn.us/miller 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8TH GRADE RECOGNITION 
 
With the auditorium under construction and Washburn unavailable to us, we have decided to hold 
our 8th grade recognition ceremony at St. John's Lutheran church across the street from our school. 
They have graciously allowed us to use their space for this event. I want to stress that our recognition 
event is in no way a religious event. The decision to use the church space is purely for logistical 
reasons. All future events will be held in our auditorium once complete. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUMMER COMMUNITY EDUCATION CLASSES AT RAMSEY 
 
Community Education is offering classes for youth this summer! Each week is a different camp. 
Among many other great classes, we are partnering with Washburn High School to offer Musical 
Theatre, Basketball and Cheerleading Camps! There will also be classes for adults on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, including Yoga, Spanish, and Improv. Check out all the classes and register at 
www.mplscommunityed.com. Call 612.668.3450 or email joellyn.jolstad@mpls.k12.mn.us for more 
information and to have a catalog sent to you. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WASHBURN RUNNING CLUB SUMMER RUNNING PROGRAM 
 
The Washburn Running Club invites girls and boys entering 7th-12th grade with interest in running 
cross country or track to join the 2015 Summer Running Program. A variety of runs and workouts for 
all levels, supervised by coaches and booster club runners on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
from mid-June into August will prepare runners for fall sports and provide a fun, active environment 
to meet the team and make new friends. Please see the flyer on the following page for more 
information. 



Interested in running  cross country  
this fall? 

 

 

Sign up for the Washburn 

Running Club Summer Program 

A few details… 

• Recommended for those entering grades 7 or higher in the fall 

• New runners welcome  

• Great way to meet team members  and have fun 

• We run Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:00-8:30 am, and Saturdays at 

8:30 am (meet at Washburn High School parking off 49th St by 

dumpsters ) 

• June 16-August 1 

• Runs are supervised by coaches and parents 

• Fee- suggested $50   

• The summer program is sponsored by the Washburn Running 

Club, a group established by Washburn High School cross 

country running families 

• Join our Facebook group (Washburn Running Club Summer 

Program 2015) 

 

To learn more and register, attend parent meeting June 2 at 7 pm 
at the Lynnhurst Community Center (in multipurpose room).  For 
questions email washburnxc@gmail.com. 
 
 

This activity is not sponsored or endorsed by Minneapolis Public Schools 
 



Interested in running  cross country  
this fall? 

 

 

Sign up for the Mill City Summer  

Running Club 

A few details… 

• For those entering grades 7 or higher in the fall 

• New runners welcome  

• Great way to meet team members  and have fun 

• We run Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:00-8:30 am, and 

Saturdays at 9 am (meet at Washburn High School parking 

lot) 

• Runs are supervised by coaches and parents 

• Fee- suggested $40  

• The club is sponsored by the Mill City Running Boosters, a 

group established by Washburn High School cross country 

and track families 

• Join our Facebook group (Mill City Track Club- Summer 

2014) 

 

To learn more and register, attend parent meeting on June 
11 from 7:00-8:00 pm at the Lynnhurst Community Center 
(in multipurpose room).  For questions, email Lisa at 
harna001@umn.edu. 
 
 

This activity is not sponsored or endorsed by Minneapolis Public Schools 
 


