
This I Believe Assignment 03:  Considering Others  

 
DIRECTIONS:  First listen to the TIB Intro 03!  Then read and follow directions below. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  As you listen to the audio essays today, think about how each is structured. 
 
Does the essay have a sentence that includes the words “I believe”? 

 If so, it is a belief statement. 
 
Does the essay tell about something that happened to the author?  Or does it tell  background information 
that is important to know? 

 If so, it is an example. 
 
Does the essay tell what the author thinks about what happened to him or her, or does it tell what the author 
thinks about the issue? 

 If so, it is reflection. 
 
TOPIC:  CONSIDERING OTHERS 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
1. Listen to and/or read Howard White’s essay, “The Power of Hello”. 
http://thisibelieve.org/essay/48202 (text and audio) 
 
2. MAY DO (ENCOURAGED):  Listen to and/or read Maria Zapetis’ essay, “The Time to Help is Now”. 
http://thisibelieve.org/essay/43395 (text and audio) 
 
3. In your Google doc from yesterday (This I Believe Drafts by…), write a 250-word minimum essay draft that 
addresses ONE of the following prompts.  Put the following heading in bold:  Considering Others.  On the next 
line, begin your draft with a belief statement that fits this category.  Explain the experiences that led to your 
belief in detail.  You might also reflect on the experiences and explore how they connect to a bigger idea.  
After you finish writing, put a word count for that section up in the heading. 
 

 
What is something you try to do every day that makes you a better person? 
 
What is something you do regularly to help others? 
 
Choose one of these questions above to write about.  Tell about the background of your actions.  Give 
specific examples.  Explain your thinking about the actions--why do you do what you do and how does it 
make you feel?  Also specify a belief that comes from this experience. 
 

 
 

http://thisibelieve.org/essay/48202
http://thisibelieve.org/essay/43395

