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Shout Out!
SHOUT OUT to Elias Hillman-Emelianoff for winning 1st place in the JV Division at the Debate Tournament on
1/17/18!
SHOUT OUT to Hanah Omar and Hana Mahamed for being selected to represent JPMS in the 5th annual Jr. Iron
Chef Competition on May 2nd, from 5:30pm-7:30pm at Chowgirls Solar Arts (711 NE 15th Ave, Minneapolis
55413).
SHOUT OUT to Sayma Abdalla and Hibaq Maadey, who were medal winners at a debate tournament on 4/17.
SHOUT OUT to our debate team, Aisha Shafir and Aliya Ali brought home medals from the East African Debate on
May 1st. They are competing again at Augsburg University on 5/15, wish them luck!

A Message About the Problems & Their Solutions in Our World
BY: Anna Manson
I’m going to cut right to the chase: there are many important issues in our society, country, and world that
we need to address. Not small, petty, short-term problems. I’m talking about big, life-changing problems. If we
don’t take steps to solve them, our world will change drastically, and not for the better.
The first step to solving a problem is to educate yourself about it. Below are some examples of the kinds of
issues that I am talking about, as well as some things YOU can be doing to help.
Sexism - Sexism is deeply rooted into society. We still have subtle sexist phrases that many people use around our
school, such as “You ____ like a girl!” You could insert “throw”, “scream”, or basically anything you want. What
should be compliment has turned into an insult. To stop sexism, the first things you can do is spread the word
about what is an is not sexist, and why it is NOT okay to discriminate against people based on their gender. You can
surround yourself with good people, stand up for yourself and encourage others to do the same. Don’t let people
get away with making sexist comments! Empower yourself and others!
Global Warming / Climate Change - Many people worldwide are aware of this, but are convinced that they can do
nothing to stop it. And it’s already too big to stop, right? Wrong. (Well, partially.) It is true that even if we stopped
emitting greenhouse gases right now, global warming would still continue for decades. Which is why it is so
important to do all that we can now to stop it. Some ways you can do that are planting trees, which remove carbon
dioxide from the air, walking or biking instead of getting a ride in cars, and use reusable water bottles and bags,
just to name a few. But the main thing you can do is to spread the word about how dangerous global warming is,
and why we have to do all we can to stop it.
Air and Water Pollution - We all have heard of pollution, and every day we knowingly and unknowingly fuel it.
Some obvious ways to stop pollution as a whole are: use reusable bags and water bottles, use less plastic, don’t
flush anything other than toilet paper, don’t dump liquids into rivers, lakes, or streams, the list goes on and on.
Encourage your family to switch to environmentally safe products, and use water-based paint. Also, as with other
world problems, spread the word on what pollution is and how we can stop it.
Racism - /ˈrāˌsizəm/ (n.) Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against someone of a different race
based on the belief that one's own race is superior.
All around the world, there have been attacks and shootings at places of worship, such as the mosque in New
Zealand and the African-American church in Charleston. At both of those places, white supremacists killed many
people while they were worshipping. Other times, such as the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting, the violence was still
racist, but based more on religion instead of race. Either way, racism needs to STOP.
To prevent racism, you can be alert for racism in your life, and call out racist jokes or statements. You should
question any assumptions that you make about people purely based on looks, but most importantly, you should
get to know people of different ethnicities and religions, so you can see them as who they are. Treat people as
people, and never go by stereotypes.
Now that you know about these problems in our world, don’t do nothing! YOU are the future, and we can’t wait
for these things to solve themselves! So go, get out there, and change the world!

Arabic Night 2019
From: Ms. Ella
Photos: Rita Farah
Check out some fun photos from the 3rd annual Arabic Night! Arabic Night, on March 7th 2019, featured
dance, poem, and skit presentations, henna art, drumming, Arabic writing led by JPMS students, and some
delicious food.

The YETIs and Destination Imagination
From Ms. Ella, Monica Rukett, and Marta Fraboni
The YETIs (Yellow Elephant Tutu Inc.) is a group of Justice Page students that competed and won 2nd place
over the weekend of March 2nd and 3rd at the North Metro Destination Imagination Regional Tournament. The
team competed in the ‘Game On’ category of the middle school division and advanced to the State
Tournament on March 23rd in Champlain Park. This was the YETIs first time competing in the highly
competitive middle school division and they scored the second highest of ten teams. Their hard work payed off
when they qualified for the GLOBAL Destination Imagination competition in Kansas City, occurring in late May.
Big shout out to YETIS members Alex Reilkoff, Avery Reilkoff, Sydney Ruckett, Ruby Paulson, Lucca Navarre,
Nora Bartolomucci, and Ainsley Folken, who are managed by Thea Reilkoff and Monica Ruckett! Enjoy pictures
of the team competing below, and make sure to wish these YETIs well in their global competition!

Easter Traditions from Around the Globe
By Anna Manson
When Americans think of Easter, we think of the spring holiday, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, that includes parades, delicious food, and Easter egg hunts. But for people in New Zealand, Russia, and
more, Easter is very different. Below is a list of just a few countries and cities that have a unique way to
celebrate Easter. Take a look!

Russia
In Russia, the Easter meal comes with a side
of butter shaped like a lamb. The lamb was a good omen in
ancient times, and the devil could supposedly turn into any
animal but a lamb, because of its religious symbolism.
people.com

eDreams

Haux, France
This is definitely one of the stranger traditions in this list.
On Easter morning, the citizens of Haux gather together
and crack thousands of eggs into a gigantic pan.
Together, they make an omelette the size of France
to serve almost 1,000 people.
(Okay, maybe the omelette isn’t that big.)

Otago, New Zealand
While we hunt for Easter eggs, people in New Zealand hunt for easter bunnies. Yes, it’s true. 500 hunters
shoot as many rabbits as they can, which they view as invasive species and pests. The prize is a trophy and
$NZ 3,500. Almost 20,000 rabbits are killed each year. Poor things.
Greece
Usually, we see Easter eggs hosting a
variety of colors and patterns. But in Greece, Easter eggs are only red.
Just plain red. For them, red is the color of life, and symbolizes
the blood of Christ. Also, a red egg represents victory over death.
dreamstime

Papua New Guinea
The hot, wet jungles of Papua New Guinea aren’t the ideal climate for growing chocolate, so the locals
substitute it with something a little more interesting: tobacco. When the church service is done, packets of
tobacco and cigarettes are handed out, after having been hung on the door of the church.

How did the Egyptians Build the Pyramids?
By Eli Roos
According to some almost recent studies, they show that the Egyptians had wet the sand to make the
blocks slide easier. They also have shown that the Egyptians moved the bricks on a giant sled!!! But the
reason they knew it was built that way was that they had seen some markings that showed exactly how they
built it.

Veritasium

Ramadan Kareem!

The Muslim holiday of Ramadan starts Sunday, May 5th!
By Anna Manson
Ramadan Mubarak! This means “blessed Ramadan” or “Happy Ramadan”. (Ramadan Kareem means
the same thing).
Greetings aside, you better be ready, because Ramadan is right around the corner, starting on the 5th
and ending on June 4th. Ramadan is a worldwide Muslim holiday that commemorates the revelation of the
beginnings of the Quran to Muhammad, as stated in Islamic belief. Fasting during the holy month is one of the
five pillars of Islam, so those participating in Ramadan cannot eat or drink from sunrise to sunset. There are
many rules to fasting, and if you break any one of them, you have to make up that day later and you must
repent to Allah (God) for your sin. Instead of eating during the day, Muslims participate in Suhoor and Iftar,
the meals before sunrise and after sunset. In addition, there are many prayers said at these times, and
Muslims are encouraged to read the entire Quran (the Islamic sacred book, believed to be revelation from
God). So, armed with this knowledge, go out and celebrate other cultures by honoring Ramadan!

Pinterest

Movie Reviews
By Anna Manson

Missing Link

PG Fantasty/Adventure
“Tired of living a solitary life in the Pacific Northwest, Mr Link,
who is 8 feet tall and covered in fur, recruits fearless explorer
Sir Lionel Frost to guide him on a journey to find his long-lost
relatives in the fabled valley of Shangri-La. Along with adventurer
Adelina Fortnight, the trio encounters their fair share of peril as
they travel to the far reaches of the world. Through it all, they
learn that sometimes one can find a family in the places one
least expects.”
Director: Chris Butler
Length: 1h 35m
From the production companies of “Coraline”, “Boxtrolls”,
and “Kubo and the Two Strings”

Movie Reviews
By Anna Manson

How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World
PG Fantasy/Action
How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World is third movie
of the series.
“Now chief and ruler of Berk alongside Astrid, Hiccup has
created a gloriously chaotic dragon utopia. When the sudden
appearance of female Light Fury coincides with the darkest
threat their village has ever faced, Hiccup and Toothless must
leave the only home they’ve known and journey
to a hidden world thought only to exist in myth. As their
true destinies are revealed, dragon and rider will fight
together—to the very ends of the Earth—
to protect everything they’ve grown to treasure.”
Director: Dean Deblois (also produced Toy Story,
Ratatouille, previous How to Train Your Dragons, and more)
Length: 1h 44m

Riddles 4 U
BY: Anna Manson
1. I’m always there, some distance away. Somewhere between land or sea and sky I lay. You may move
towards me, but distant I stay. What am I?
2. What 4-letter word can be written forward, backward, and upside down, but can still be read the same
way?
3. Two in a corner, 1 in a room, 0 in a house, and 1 in a shelter.
4. Many have heard me, but no one has seen me. I only speak unless I am spoken to. What am I?
5. Mr. Smith has 4 daughters. Each of his daughters has a brother. How many children does Mr. Smith
have?
Previous Riddles Answers:
1. A keyboard 2. A shadow 3. A snowflake 4. An alarm clock 5. A plant/ tree
Hey! If you want to send me ideas for riddles or short logic puzzles to put in the next article, let me know!
Email the riddle (and its answer) to me at aman2401@mpsedu.org, and I will try to put it in the next paper!
Thanks!
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